



Add an “ADU” or an “Accessory Dwelling Unit” Today!
Add More Living Space - Generate Income
Accommodate Private Quarters for a Relative

New ACT Authorizes ADUs For Single-Family Residents of Massachusetts:

On Aug. 6, 2024, Governor Healey signed the Affordable Homes Act into law (Chapter 150 of the Acts of 2024) to counter rising housing costs and the severe housing shortage in Massachusetts.  In Section 8 of the New Affordable Homes Act, the Zoning Act was amended to allow ADUs to be built, by right, in single-family zoning districts.  

The new policy thus replaces different zoning regulations across the state with a uniform law that allows homeowners on single-family lots to add these small units without needing a special permit or variance unless they want to add more than one.  As a result, your single-family lot can be essentially transformed into a double occupancy parcel. 
[bookmark: _Hlk193725840]

What is an ADU?

An Accessory Dwelling Unit is a small residential living space located on the same lot as another home.  Previously known as granny flats, in-law apartments, carriage houses, tiny homes, etc., these additional living spaces have their own designated bathroom, kitchen and sleeping quarters and can be part of your house or can be a separate, small building (i.e. shed, cottage or tiny home).  

ADUs can be up to 900 sf or half the listed square footage of the main house (whichever is smaller) and must have a separate entrance.  ADUs can share utilities with the main dwelling, and can be used for long-term or short-term rentals (provided your town permits short-term rentals).  ADUs must conform to typical state and local building codes (setbacks, coverage, height, egress).

[bookmark: _Hlk193726877]
Why Should You Consider an ADU?

· Make money!  ADUs provide rental income for property owners.
· ADUs offer a low-cost housing opportunity for adult children, other relatives or even non-relatives to remain in their community.
· ADUs enable more options for older adults – either as an opportunity for caregivers to live close-by or to downsize while remaining local.
· ADUs can fill the need for smaller rental units.
· Long-term residents can stay in the neighborhood they know and love.


What does an ADU cost?

ADU construction is comparable to normal remodeling and construction costs. Such costs range from $200/SF on the low end to $450/SF or more. Specific design requirements and regulations may vary by town.

CONTACT US AT info@handhremodeling.com OR VISIT www.handhremodeling/adu TO LEARN MORE AND SEE IF AN ADU MAY BE JUST THE SOLUTION YOU HAVE BEEN LOOKING FOR!











Home & Hearth was formally incorporated in 2005, and has grown to a 10-person team providing full-service remodeling and construction to homeowners from Hartford to Hampden, South Hadley to Southwick and all points in between.  

We specialize in additions, garages, kitchens, bathrooms, decks, basements, windows, doors, light roofing, repairs and more.  We will become your first call for anything you need done around your home.  If we cannot do it ourselves, we will connect you with an excellent provider who can help.  

We are the Craftsmen Who Care and We Would Love to Hear From You!

Also, please visit our website at HandHRemodeling.com or facebook.com/HomeAndHearthRemodeling
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Tel: (413) 382-7837 Fax: (413) 382-7838 info@handhremodeling.com





